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2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

…” increase significantly the availability of high-
quality, timely and reliable data disaggregated by
income, gender, age […] and geographic location” of
the SDGs…

United Nations











“The data needs for the Sustainable Development Goals 
are great, and time is not on our side.

Reliable, timely, accessible and disaggregated 
geospatial information must be brought to bear to 
measure progress, inform decision-making and ensure 
effective and inclusive national and sub-national 
programs."

- António Guterres, Secretary-General of the United Nations
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Second Administrative Level boundaries
Main goal

Promote geospatial offices and accessible, interoperable and 
worldwide common geographies, or administrative units, to 
measure and monitor the Sustainable Development Goals for 
effective decision-making at global, regional and sub-national 
levels

https://www.unsalb.org/news-and-status/sharing-your-common-geographies-through-salb-programme
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https://www.unsalb.org/news-and-status/sharing-your-common-geographies-through-salb-programme


Demonstrating value (SDGs and programs)



United Nations  | Geospatial

Make available accessible and interoperable common geographies to compare 
areas, sub-national and regional levels and time for decision-makers
within and between countries and across sectors, ministries or SDGs

Second Administrative Level Boundaries Programme

UNCCD OCHAWHO



Use of fundamental
geospatial infrastructure

Geocoded unit 
recorded data

Common geographies
for dissemination of statistics

Interoperability

Accessible
& Usable

Published as standard data/webservices

Data versions, table of changes, unique
identifiers and codes for integration

Geographies (level 1 and 2)

In space and time

Available on SALB platform

SALB

SALB

GSGF Principles
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SALB components
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Complete and standardized 
see Data specifications

National ownership 
governance & promotion

Accessible and interoperable data

Demonstration of value 
(UN and governments)

Capacity and
Sponsor

Policy/Terms of use

https://www.unsalb.org/sites/default/files/wysiwyg_uploads/docs_uploads/SALB_DataSpecifications.pdf


2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

…”to exploit the contribution to be made by a wide
range of data […] and geospatial information, while
ensuring national ownership in supporting and
tracking progress” of the SDGs…

United Nations



Targets

Compile complete and consistent GIS dataset worldwide for 
administrative boundaries and names at first and second level 
below national, at 1 million scale;

Identify and maintain of authoritative contact information of the 
National Geospatial Authorities responsible for administrative 
boundaries validation

Maintain a table overview of historical changes (data through 
time) of national administrative units and names
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SALB : accessible, authoritative, and complete

Accessible and interoperable
Geospatial dataset (5 periods)

Complete and standardized (temporal)
Historical table

National
Ownership

/contact

https://salb.un.org/en/data

https://salb.un.org/en/data


• Split
• Merge
• Renaming of administrative units
• Adding a new administrative level in the 

administrative structure
• Changing the administrative unit type for a given 

administrative level
• Removing a level in the administrative structure
• Re-introducing a level in the administrative 

structure

Split

Merge

Include treatment of territories with special status 
(territory without administration or under national 
administration)
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Historical changes since 2000



Demonstration case

Programmatic information for action

Subnational data: Senegal

Agency priority areas based on 
affected population levels

SDG02: Zero Hunger

Priority for affected population by district

link
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https://www.unsalb.org/news-and-status/food-insecurity-how-salb-provides-data-help-identifying-those-most-need-food


OCHA

Demonstration case

Subnational data: Mozambique

Analysis of floods/impact

SDG13: Disaster

Impact evaluation and risk

link
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https://www.unsalb.org/news-and-status/increasing-readiness-humanitarian-assistance-data-action-cyclones-mozambique
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Demonstration case

Subnational data: Benin and Togo

Analysis of school calendar and
Climate

Agency modeling on school calendar

Precipitation by month (1958-2020)

link

https://salb.un.org/en/news/improving-access-education-climate-analysis-benin
https://salb.un.org/en/news/improving-access-education-climate-analysis-benin


Demonstration case

Subnational data: Sri Lanka

SDG10: priority districts

UNCCD

Data on land degradation (raster)

Raster data aggregation by district

link
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https://www.unsalb.org/news-and-status/land-degradation-sri-lanka-disaggregated-administrative-units
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Demonstration case

linklink

https://salb.un.org/en/news/demand-family-planning-africa
https://salb.un.org/en/news/fao-tropical-cyclones-impact-assessment-madagascar-2022


Demonstration case

Subnational data: D.R. of the Congo

Malaria Atlas Project
data 

SDG03: Health

Malaria incidence tutorial by ESRI

link
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https://learn.arcgis.com/en/projects/monitor-malaria-epidemics/


Second Administrative Level boundaries
Main goal

Promote geospatial offices and accessible, interoperable and 
worldwide common geographies, or administrative units, to 
measure and monitor the Sustainable Development Goals for 
effective decision-making at global, regional and sub-national levels

https://www.unsalb.org/news-and-status/sharing-your-common-geographies-through-salb-programme
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https://www.unsalb.org/news-and-status/sharing-your-common-geographies-through-salb-programme
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Regional analysis : story maps



Kytt MacManus & Fleur de Lotus Ilunga, 2023

Regional analysis : upcoming



Olga Retsilidou, 2023

Regional analysis : upcoming



Britta Ricker, 2023

Regional analysis : upcoming



Capacity and sponsor
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Abidjan 2021

Addis Abeba
2022

Bamako 2022



National Geospatial Authorities

UN agencies and programmes

Regional Organizations

Other organizations
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Partners

Academia



Current status of completion
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Djibouti

Ghana

Mali

Rwanda

Comoros

Tunisia

Progress status



- Mapping or showcasing global agendas and national priorities

- Use case or “Business cases”
- Partnering with key government agencies, ministries and beyond
- Organize communications and advocacy campaigns / maps / stories
- Clear data custodians and data governance

- …Consider how (future) indicators can be created for decision-making

Considerations for national showcases (on SDGs?)



Guillaume Le Sourd
Chief Cartographic Unit
Geospatial Information Section
lesourd@un.org

www.un.org/geospatial | geospatial@un.org

Contact

http://www.un.org/geospatial
mailto:geospatial@un.org

	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34

