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▪ Global perspectives

Rio + 20 The Future We Want (GA, RES/66/288)
…reliable geospatial information in support of comprehensive hazard and risk 
assessment…

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (GA, RES/70/1)
…promoting a framework for disaggregated data to link between statistics and 
geographic location…

UN-GGIM (Report E/C.20/2016/5/Add.1)
…highlighted administrative boundaries as a priority “core global fundamental 
geospatial data theme”…

UNGEGN
…promoting the recording of locally-used names reflecting the languages and 
traditions and the use of these names internationally…
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SALB
administrative boundaries as a priority

Graph from:
UN-GGIM Europe
High Level Forum
2016

http://ggim.un.org/documents/FDWG_HLF_Workshop_2016.pdf


GGIM Secretariat
slides: “Geospatial information systems: The Global Fundamental Geospatial Data Themes”

https://undesa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=4741ad51ff7a463d833d18cbcec29fff
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• based on standardized global geospatial data
• produce cross-country analysis (disasters, socio-economics, 

environment)
• enable in-country operations/support with reliable data
• generate consistent bi-products and analysis
• facilitate disaggregated data link between statistics and 

geographic location
• provide authoritative data to the international community, 

researchers, cartographers and statisticians

▪ Enable users can discover, consume, integrate & analyze
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• No reliable global dataset on common geographies
• Few pan-national or regional reliable geospatial
• Few standard and harmonized dataset 
• a lot of unstructured and unreliable data available
• many places to retrieve data
• from unknown sources
• many fragmented approaches

How can the geospatial community provide authoritative common 
geographies and names globally so users can discover, use, analyse
and integrate different datasets ?

▪ Current situation on administrative boundaries
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▪ Programme overall goals

Advocate for the work of National Mapping Agencies

Promote geospatial information while ensuring national ownership

Facilitate the availability of global and authoritative geospatial data

Promote the standardization of geospatial data and names

Enable the international community 



The Second Administrative Level Boundaries (SALB) initiative aims at 
compiling data on administrative boundaries and names from authoritative 
source such as the official National Geospatial Information Authorities.

In this context SALB objectives are: 

i. compile authoritative GIS dataset worldwide for administrative 
boundaries and names for level 1 and 2, at 1million scale; and

ii. identify and maintain point of contacts of the National Geospatial 
Authorities on administrative boundaries and names. 

iii. maintain an overview of historical changes of national administrative 
units

SALB

▪ Implementation objectives
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Institutional approach 

Common geography 

Global coordinate system

Uniform scale 

Common data specifications

Standard encoding format

Common dissemination platform

National ownership 

Administrative boundaries/units 

WGS84

1 million

Latin names and attributions

.shp and .gml

website outreach/advocacy

▪ Benefits of SALB
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▪ Programme process
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▪ Challenges

• Needs further participation from Member States
• Slow process
• Lack of resources of the programme

▪ Opportunities

• Ongoing processing of Europe data from EuroGeographics
• New partnership with PAIGH to reach out in the Americas
• Collaboration with UNGEGN and UN system
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