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2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

…”to exploit the contribution to be made by a wide
range of data […] and geospatial information, while
ensuring national ownership in supporting and
tracking progress” of the SDGs…

United Nations



SALB

“Data for better decisions and stronger support 
to people and planet—in the moments that 
matter most”

Secretary-General’s Data strategy
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SALB   Objectif principal

Promouvoir les géographies communes accessibles, interopérables 
et mondiales sur les unités et les frontières sous-nationales afin de 
mesurer et de surveiller les objectifs de développement durable 
pour des prises de décisions efficaces aux niveaux mondial, 
régional, national et sous-national.

https://www.unsalb.org/news-and-status/sharing-your-common-geographies-through-salb-programme
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GLOBAL STATISTICAL &
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SALB   Principes

UN-GGIM, ECOSOC, RES/2011/24

• highlighted administrative 
boundaries as a priority “core global 
fundamental geospatial data theme”

• recognized the importance of SALB

• encouraged participation in the 
SALB
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• Disclaimers
• Terms of Contribution
• Terms of Use & copyrights

• Value (use case) 
• Institutional setting
• Role and data custodians • Office staff

• Donors
• Staff time/consultants

(Partners’ contribution)

• National Geospatial Authorities
• Regional Organizations
• UN agencies and programmes • Promotion (website)

• Data dissemination (website)
• Use cases (global, regional & national)
• Community engagement (academia)

• Sponsor NGIA
• In country workshop
• Capacity development

                       

                  

                            

         

Figure adapted from IGIF,
“Solving the puzzle” developed by
UN-GGIM for Member States

• Data specifications
• Characteristics/Parameters
• Metadata

• SALB platform
• Automated Quality Control tools
• GeoPortal integration (ongoing)

https://ggim.un.org/igif
http://www.ggim.un.org/


“…enables a range of data to be integrated from 
both statistical and geospatial communities and, 
through the application of its five Principles.”

The Global Statistical Geospatial Framework 

https://www.unsalb.org/news-and-status/sharing-your-common-geographies-through-salb-programme
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SALB   GSGF Principles

SALBUnited Nations

Use of fundamental 
geospatial infrastructure

Geocoded unit
record data in data management

Common geographies
to disseminate statistics

Interoperability

Accessible
and usable

- Allow the sharing of data and information
- Promotes the use of geocoded information
- Promotes the use of standards 
- Makes data transparently available
- Promotes visualization of data
- Supports strategic and decision-making process
- Supports time consistent linking of geospatial & statistics
- Enables to measure and monitor indicators

SALB programme: 

http://www.unsalb.org/
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Use of fundamental 
geospatial infrastructure

Geocoded unit
record data in data management

Common geographies
to disseminate statistics

Interoperability

Accessible
and usable

Use of fundamental 
geospatial infrastructure

Data version, historical tables and
unique records

Administrative units level 1 and 2

Standardized across time and space

Data available on SALB platform

SALB   GSGF Principles

SALB programme 

http://www.unsalb.org/
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• Standards and good practices

Apply across geospatial and statistical
Formal standards such as ISO (codes, metadata, time…)
De facto standards (shapefile)

• Laws and Policies

Based on national legislative proclamations
Includes disclaimers, terms of use, contribution
Credits and governance 

SALB   GSGF Key elements

http://www.unsalb.org/


SALBUnited Nations

• Technical infrastructure

Global and regional  technical capabilities
Methods, scripts and workflows
Agreed methodology with NGIA

• Institutional collaboration

Collaboration and commitment by network of institutions (NGIA are core)
Positive relationships
Capacity development considerations

SALB   GSGF Key elements

http://www.unsalb.org/
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Delivery data ready for: 
- decision-making
- monitoring and analysis
- diffusion and visualization

SALB   GSGF Outputs



United Nations https://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-committee/9th-Session/documents/The_GSGF.pdf

https://ggim.un.org/meetings/GGIM-committee/9th-Session/documents/The_GSGF.pdf


SALB   Objective

SALB

Promote accessible, interoperable and global common geographies 
on subnational units and boundaries to measure and monitor the 
Sustainable Development Goals for effective decision-making

United Nations

http://www.unsalb.org/


SALB   Goals

SALBUnited Nations

Compile complete and consistent GIS dataset worldwide for 
administrative boundaries and names at first and second level 
below national, at 1 million scale;

Identify and maintain of authoritative contact information of the 
National Geospatial Authorities responsible for administrative 
boundaries validation

Maintain a table overview of historical changes (data through 
time) of national administrative units and names

http://www.unsalb.org/


• Promoting your office and work

• Provide relevant information for informed geo-stats integration 

• Enable visualization and analysis for all

• Make available relevant geodata for overview planning
and decision-making

SALB   What for?
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Geospatial dataset (5 periods)

Historical table (change overview)

National
contact
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Requête annuelle 
aux missions 

permanentes des 
Nations Unies

Identification des 
points focaux dans 

les bureaux 
nationaux

Preparation et 
standardization des 

données 
géospatiales

1 2 3

https://www.unsalb.org/sites/default/files/wysiwyg_uploads/docs_uploads/SALB_DataSpecification_v2.0_20210330.docx

SALB   Processus
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https://www.unsalb.org/sites/default/files/wysiwyg_uploads/docs_uploads/SALB_DataSpecification_v2.0_20210330.docx


Validation des données 
géospatiales, 

metadonnées &
tables historiques

Publication des 
données sur le site 

du programme
SALB

1 2 3 4 5

Requête annuelle 
aux missions 

permanentes des 
Nations Unies

Identification des 
points focaux dans 

les bureaux 
nationaux

Preparation et 
standardization

des données 
géospatiales

SALB   Processus
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SALB   Status



SALBUnited Nations  | Geospatial

SALB   Methods (upcoming)

• General characteristics

• Coding system

• Historical tables

• Geospatial data
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